
GNFAC Avalanche Forecast for Tue Jan 7, 2020

Good Morning. This is Dave Zinn with the Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Forecast on Tuesday, January 7th

at 7:00 a.m. Today’s forecast is sponsored by Montana State Parks and Cooke City Super 8/Bearclaw Bob’s.
This forecast does not apply to operating ski areas.

Mountain Weather

In the last 24 hours, snow favored the southern ranges with 8-10” in Cooke City and West Yellowstone, 2-3”
around Big Sky and trace elsewhere. Winds are 10-20 mph from the west to southwest in the southern mountains
and 15-30 mph in the northern ranges and temperatures are in the teens to low 20s F. Today, winds will be 25-35
mph from the southwest with temperatures in the 30s F. Cooke City will receive an additional 6-8” of snow by
Wednesday morning, Lionhead will get 1-3” and the other ranges will get a trace.

Snowpack and Avalanche Discussion

Cooke City

The avalanche equation in Cooke City is simple. Heavy snow and wind in the last 24 hours will result in
avalanches today. The mountains received 10” of snow last night adding up to .9” of snow water equivalent
(swe) and winds are gusting up to 40 mph on ridgetops. Ian explains avalanche precautions on storm days like
this in his video. You are very likely to trigger avalanches in wind loaded areas and likely to trigger slides
everywhere else. Avalanches within the new snow will be large and it is possible to trigger slides breaking
deeper into the snowpack like those on Henderson and Chimney Rock ten days ago (photos). Stick to low angle
slopes today and avoid flat areas underneath avalanche terrain. The avalanche danger is rated HIGH on wind
loaded slopes and CONSIDERABLE in all other areas.

Southern Madison Southern Gallatin Lionhead Range Island Park

3-8” of new snow favored the area around West Yellowstone and winds gusting 35-40 mph will stress the weak
snowpack in the Lionhead, Southern Gallatin, and Southern Madison Ranges. Yesterday in the Taylor Fork, my
partner and I found the weak structure that is consistent in the mountains from Big Sky through West
Yellowstone (video, Bacon Rind video, Lionhead video). On Friday, the GVSA groomer was collapsing flat
slopes and falling into the weak facets at the bottom of the snowpack. Today, human triggered avalanches are
likely and conservative decision-making is essential. Stay off steep slopes and give extra distance to areas where
the wind is creating fresh drifts of snow. The avalanche danger is CONSIDERABLE.

Bridger Range Northern Gallatin Northern Madison
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It was an exciting weekend in the Northern Madison, Bridger, and Northern Gallatin Ranges. Riders in Second
Yellowmule triggered an avalanche that broke 10 feet deep from low on the slope, partially burying two people (
details). Doug and Alex visited the site on Sunday and captured some breathtaking photos (photo, photo, video
). A dog-triggered avalanche passed within 150 feet of my partner and me as we ascended out of Middle Basin (
video, photo). And, the Big Sky and Bridger Bowl Ski Patrol triggered large, hard slab avalanches on deep,
persistent weak layers during control work (photo, photo). Today, avalanches will be harder to trigger and early
red flags will be less likely. Approach steep terrain with caution and after a thorough assessment. The danger is
rated MODERATE with natural avalanches unlikely and human triggered avalanches possible.

If you get out, please send us your observations no matter how brief. You can fill out an observation form,
email us (mtavalanche@gmail.com), leave a VM at 406-587-6984, or Instagram (#gnfacobs).

Upcoming Avalanche Education and Events

Our education calendar is full of awareness lectures and field courses. Check it out and plan to attend one or
two: Events and Education Calendar.

COOKE CITY

Every Friday and Saturday, Snowpack Update and Rescue Training. Friday, 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Soda Butte
Lodge. Saturday anytime between 10-2 @ Round Lake.

WEST YELLOWSTONE

TONIGHT, January 25, 1-hr Avalanche Awareness, 7-8 p.m. at West Yellowstone Holiday Inn.

BOZEMAN

TONIGHT, January 7, Women's Specific Avalanche Awareness + Beacons, 6-8 p.m. at Story Mill.

January 8, 1-hr Avalanche Awareness, 6-7 p.m. at REI.

January 8, 1-hr Avalanche Awareness, Gallatin Valley Snowmobile Association Groomer Building.

January 10 & 11, Companion Rescue Clinic, 6-8 p.m. on the 10th at REI and 10-2 p.m. on the 11th at History
Rock. More info and Register Here.

January 12, 1-hr Avalanche Awareness, 7-8 p.m. at SHINE Bottle Shop

January 15 and 16, Introduction to Avalanche w/ Field Course, evenings of January 15 & 16 plus one field
day either January 18, 19 or 25. Snowmobile specific field day offered January 25. More info and Register
Here.
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